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Captain Sir Tom Moore 

It was with great sadness that we received the news about 

Captain Sir Tom passing away.  Captain Sir Tom was the true 

epitome of a British Hero and he continued to support his 

country right up to the end of his life. 

Captain Sir Tom will be in our thoughts and prayers at Great 

Wood. We are sure that you will join us in sending our 

respects and condolences to Captain Sir Tom’s family. 

Stay in Contact 

We would like to remind you that if you move house, change your email address, or get a new 

mobile phone number, you need to inform the school office as soon as possible.  We need to be 

able to contact you regularly in these unprecedented times and in the event of an emergency it is 

vital that we have up to date contact details for all our Great Wood Families. 

Please ensure that you let us know straight away, if any of your contact details change. 

Thank you. 

Here at Great Wood we have some very exciting news to 

share with you.   

Our fantastic Mrs Rees is going to be a mum!   

Her baby is due in June and we are very excited to meet 

the new member of our Great Wood Family. 

We are sure that you will join us in offering our heartfelt 

congratulations to Mrs Rees and her husband. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who have taken the time to log on our 

new Arbor Parent Portal.  We now have a  93% uptake, 

which is fantastic! 

 

The portal can be used to access your child/children's 

profiles and to top up your child's break, dinner and Wrap 

Around accounts. Once children are allowed to return to 

school we are intending to only take online payments, so 

if you have not logged on yet, please do so. 

 

We have found that the desktop version of Arbor works 

best on a laptop, or tablet, where there is an add to 

basket feature for topping up different accounts. There is 

an app version available for smart phones, however this 

does not have the add to basket feature at present. 

 

All outstanding balances/credits have been added to 

your child's accounts, for you to see, we would 

appreciate any outstanding payments being made as 

soon as possible.  

 

We would now kindly ask that you “top up” online and 

refrain from sending cash payments to school.  Children 

will go back to ordering their break snacks with their 

teacher each morning.  Please ensure that your child 

knows what they are allowed to order for their snacks, as 

the cost of their snack will be added to their account. 

 

If you are having trouble accessing or navigating the site, 

please do not hesitate to contact us and we will be 

happy to help.   

 



Page 2 Great Wood 

Keeping In Touch 

A helping Hand With Meals  

During these uncertain times, we understand that families may have had a change in circumstances.  

Whichever year group your child is in, if you think you may now be eligible for income-based Free School 

Meals, we would urge you to submit an application.  This also applies to children who currently receive a lunch 

due to being in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2.   

During this period of school closure, children who are eligible to receive income-based Free School Meals will 

receive a vouchers for the value of a week’s lunches. 

Applications are quick and easy with an instant yes, or no answer as to your entitlement.  The link can be 

found on the website at www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-

benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online 

 

Please contact us at office@greatwood.staffs.sc.uk if you qualify and we will be able to help 

with food equivalent to a packed lunch at school. 

Staff Testing  

To help keep our Great Wood families safe, our 

team have begun lateral testing for Covid-19 at 

home, twice weekly. The lateral flow tests will 

provide staff with a rapid test and indicate when 

a full test may be needed at a testing centre. 

We hope that by following this process on a 

regular basis we are able to further –reduce the 

risk of the virus and as always keep our Great 

Wood families safe and healthy. 

Gloves, Hats and Scarves 

Please can we remind parents of Key Worker 

children that it is very cold on the playground at 

the moment (especially if it is windy), so please 

can you ensure that your 

child/children have suitable outdoor 

clothing. Gloves, hats and scarves 

are a huge help, in fighting off the 

cold. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HRH The Duchess of Cambridge launches 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

 

To mark the start of ‘Children's Mental Health 

Week’, The HRH The Duchess of Cambridge has 

sent a message to support encouraging children 

and parents to find ways top share their thoughts  

and feelings, particularly during such a challenging 

time. 

 

During the video message, The Duchess highlights 

the importance of parents and carers looking after 

their own wellbeing and the impact that this has 

on the children in their care. 

 

The theme for this years Children’s Mental Health 

Week is ‘Express Yourself’ and focusses on the 

creative ways children and adults can share 

feelings, thoughts or ideas through art, music, 

writing, poetry, dance, drama, photography and 

film, or just doing activities that make them feel 

good. 

 

To watch the video message please click the link  

 

https://youtu.be/PEBURwEL9HM 

 












